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AMPUTATION AT THE SHOULDER-JOINT. 
BY JAMFS M. BUZZELL, M.D. 
[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journa).]} 
Messrs. Epirors,—lIn giving publicity to an important operation, it is 


indeed very gratifying to those immediately concerned, if it can be truly 
said, in the sequel, that it has proved successful, and that by means of it the 


‘ patient has perfectly recovered, not only from the operation, but from 


those causes which rendered the operation necessary. But even when 
such gratifying results do not succeed, if the operator, patient, friends, 
and the public generally, believe that the patient’s life was not thereby 
shortened, but rendered more comfortable while life remained, there is a 
consciousness of having done our duty in respect to it. Such are the 
circumstances of the case I am about to report. 

In the report of cases of scirrhus of the breast, made by me in the 
Journal of March 29th, 1854, I alluded to the case of Mrs. Lovett, of 
Windham, who within the space of about seven years had had the breast 
amputated and two scirrhous tumors removed from the axilla, on the 
same (right) side. 

About one year after the removal of the second tumor from the axilla, 
a third made its appearance close under the arm. At this time all the 
lymphatic glands of the arm put on this same form of disease, the whole 
arm becoming swollen, painful, edematous, and by degrees paralyzed. 
The weight of the arm being very great (weighing 104 lbs. after ampu- 
tation), it was very burdensome and painful, and from its confined position 
at the shoulder, and the contiguous inflammation near the joint, it soon 
became fixed or anchylosed. From this fixed position of the arm, and 
its close proximity to the side, it was with great difficulty that any dress- 


ings could be applied or applications made to the diseased gland under 


the arm, which had advanced to the suppurative stage of the disease, 
when I was called to visit the patient again in August last. At this time 
the patient desired me, if I thought it possible for her to survive the ope- 
ration, to amputate her arm at the shoulder-joint. She might thus, she 
thought, for a short period at least, be relieved of the intense pain in 

arm, experienced almost continually, of the great weight of it, and also 
from the sufferings she knew must follow should her life be prolonged, 
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viz., in the ulceration and sloughing of the whole arm from the body. A 
case of this kind had come under her own observation. And such a re- 
sult she could not anticipate without great dread and fearful forebodings. 

Not willing to assume the responsibility of such an operation, that is, 
to decide, under the circumstances, as to the propriety of it, though | saw 
my way clear, so far as the power of endurance of the patient and the 
method of the operation were concerned, | called a council, consisting of 
Drs. Houghton of Windham, Hedge of Gorham, Durgin of Portland, 
John Buzzell of Cape Elizabeth, and Hobbs from the East (who hap- 
pened to be here at the time of the operation), to advise in the case and 
decide in reference to the practicability and expediency of the operation. 
The council, after due examination and discussion, unanimously came to 
the following conclusions : 

Ist. That the patient, without the operation, must soon die, and must 
inevitably suffer much pain and inconvenience first from the diseased limb. 

2d. That they had good reason to believe that, from the constitutional 
vigor of the patient’s system, evinced by her speedy recovery from other 

erations, she would survive this operation. 
3d. That although they had no reason to hope that the operation 
would remove the disease, which had apparently taken possession of her 
system, they believed that it would render life more comfortable, and 
perhaps somewhat prolong it. 

These conclusions being made known to the patient and friends, they 
desired that the operation might be performed. 

As from the diseased state of the soft parts immediately beneath the 
arm or axilla, the ordinary method of amputation at the shoulder-joint 
could not be fully adopted, | will briefly detail the steps of the operation. 
The patient being properly under the influence of chloroform, and other 
preliminaries being attended to, assisted by other surgeons present I com- 
menced an incision at the anterior margin of the deltoid muscle where 
its anterior edge crosses the tendon of the pectoralis major, from thence 
down by the margin of the deltoid to the lowest point of its insertion in 
the humerus. Starting again, with the knife in the left hand, it being the 
right shoulder to be amputated, at the posterior marvin of the deltoid 


muscle, opposite the upper point of the first incision, followed down said — 


muscle to the lowest point of first incision. The incision on each side 
being carried deep to the bone, the integuments and deltoid muscle were 
readily dissected up, and reflected upon the shoulder, bringing the shoul- 
der-joint plainly into view. Finding the capsular ligament of the joint 
very strongly attached to the head of the bone, and the joint immovable, 
I was forced to cut through the joint, which 1! could readily do, as the 
head of the humerus as well as the neck of the scapula were very much 
softened, and thus disjointed the shoulder. As the soft parts over the 
shoulder and neck were so much tumefied, there could be no reliable 
pressure made upon the subclavian. Therefore I was compelled to rely 
upon the seizure of the brachial artery in this operation. Afier dislocat- 
ing the joint, | passed a catlin beneath the neck of the humerus and as 
near as possible to the bone, and passed it down close to the bone until 
I was able to seize the artery between the thumb and fore-finger of my 
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left hand ; and then carrying the catlin downwards and inwards, I made 
the underflap as is usual in this method of operation. But my only mo- 
tive in making this flap was to afford me an opportunity to secure the 
artery, the propriety of which will presently appear. 1 then introduced 
a slender groove director up the sheath of the brachial artery, by which 
means, with a pointed bistoury I was enabled to trace the artery deep in- 
to the axilla, and expose it to view so that it could be conveniently ligat- 
ed. This being done, and having preserved enough integument and 
muscle from the outside of the arm to fill up the space made by the re- 
moval of the scirrhous tumor in the axilla, [ next made an incision around 
the diseased parts, corresponding in form to the outer flap upon the arm, 
and dissected out the tumor, which was strongly attached to the fascia 
over the ribs and intercostal muscles, taking with it that portion of flesh 
taken from the under part of the arm. The outer flap from the arm 
was then brought into the wound in the axilla, which it filled precisely, 
- and was secured by sutures, &c. Not a gill of blood was lost during 
_ the operation. The time occupied upon it, in the dissection of tumor, 
ligating arteries, &c. was fifteen minutes. | 
The patient was very quiet and insensible during the operation, and 
was remarkably comfortable after it was through. The wound proceeded 
to heal at once, and in ten or twelve days its edges were nearly united, 
except at the lowest point, where was the discharge. At the expiration 
of twenty days everything looked prosperous. ‘The patient residing some 
fifteen miles from the city, she was left in the care of a medical attendant 
near. The bandage making slight pressure over the wound, it was re- 
moved about this time or slackened, and a very profuse arterial hemor- 
thage succeeded, in the night of the 21st day, which in spite of the skill 
of the attendant, occurred the second and third time, until life was almost 
extinct. I was sent for, and of course prevented its recurrence by the 
simple application of pressure and cold. By the free use of bark and 
wine the patient revived, and seemed again rapidly improving. In about 
ten days after the bleeding was arrested, she was seized with the dysen-— 
tery with bloody discharges, which of course quickly reduced her again, 
and changed the whole aspect of the case. Her strength being so low, 
the soft parts about the wound became gangrenous and began to slough, 
over the shoulder, &c., which continued until death relieved her of her 
sufferings. This occurred about two months after the operation was per- 
formed. J removed, before her death, a large portion of the scapula, 
which became detached, and a portion of the first rib. The humerus 
of the arm removed showed signs of disease nearly to the elbow-joint. 
As I before stated, it was not expected that the operation would re- 
move the disease of the patient, or that her life would be much if any 
prolonged. I have no doubts, however, that had not the hemorrhage 
occurred, the patient would have lived much longer, though doubtless to 
suffer much more than she did. She did not suffer half as much pain and 
inconvenience after the operation was performed as before, and she often 
expressed her gratification that she was saved from the incumbrance and 
pain which she endured previous tothe operation, 
Portland, Me., Nov. 28th, 1854. | 
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OBSERVATIONS ON EPILEPSY. 
[Concluded from page 376.} 


CASES, WITH RECOVERY. 

Case I.—Mr. called on me Aug. 8th, 1849. Aged 24 years, 
Has had fits eleven years. Had nervous spasms previous to the fits for 
three years. He is a boot-maker by occupation—knows no cause for 
his convulsions. Sometimes has two or three fits in succession ; fre- 
quently has spasms without loss of consciousness, and without convul- 
sions. Has most of them in the latter part of the night. Appetite 
voracious. Bowels generally loose ; usually has an operation from the 
bowels and a fit before breakfast. He is of a nervous temperament, 
and has the marks of a debilitated system and broken constitution. Was 
addicted to masturbation when a boy. Hands and feet cold, indicating 
a low state of the circulation. Works upon the bench every day, and 
eats three full meals, laboring tll 8 o’clock at night, then eating a hearty 
supper, and immediately retiring. Gave him his remedies ; told him to 
live light morning and noon, and take no suppers. » Had a fit the first 
morning after prescription, and no more for a year. Gained twelve 
pounds of flesh in three months, living without suppers. He afterwards 
returned to his old habits, and his fits commenced again, but has never 
had them halfas often as before. His case depended wholly on himself, 
and he might have been permanently cured, if he would have paid the 
cost of temperance. 

~~ Case I.—Mr. was brought to me by his father, Aug. 27th, 
1849; aged 16 years. “ Was troubled with humors when a child. Was 
ten years old when he first had spasms. He sees sparks of fire and his 
eyes glare for the last two years. When he had the first fit, the family 
doctor was called in, and gave him calomel.” His father “ thinks his 
jits were caused by his bad temper.” His older brothers finding him to 
be irascible, were in the habit of provoking him, to see how angry they 
could make him. It was in one of these fits of anger that his first epileptic 
attack occurred ; and whenever he afterwards became angry, he would 
fall in a convulsion. He improved under treatment for six months, but 
fell, finally, a martyr to his ungoverned passions, and the folly of his 
brothers. 

Case II].—Miss applied to me May 2d, 1847; aged 47 years. 
Has been subject to fits fifteen years. Falls down suddenly, and has to 
be carried out of church often. Always has a fit after being much fa- 
tgued or excited. Is a laboring woman. She recovered under a well- 
regulated diet and the use of the remedies before named. Got married, 
and has had no return of the convulsions for the last seven years. 

Cast [V.—Mr. applied April 6th, 1846; aged 21 years. 
Has had epileptic fits for four years, since he had the measles. Is a 
boot maker by trade. Health generally feeble—a fair page of those 
debilitated constitutions in which A oe prevails. Was put upon a 
spare and nutritious diet, with the medicines before named. Has had 
but one slight convulsion since, and that was induced by fatigue and 
fright on the day of the celebration of the introduction of the Cochituate 
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water into Boston. He was a member of the Sons of Temperance, and 
on that occasion stood on his feet from 9 A.M. to 4 P.M. He said he 
was spoken to in a quick, ae way by one of the officers, and with the 
fatigue and this sudden fright, bad a slight convulsion. He has now had 
no fits for several years, and enjoys tolerable health, though, with his en- 
ervated constitution, he can never be strong. _ 

Cast V.—Miss , 17 years old, was brought to me by her 
father, March 12th, 1849. She had been subject to convulsions from 
the time she was 8 months old, but had only one at a time. At this 
period she had one a week. Her father said, “ She had been under 
regular treatment, under homeeopathic. hydropathic, eclectic and ‘Thom- 
sonian.”’ I gave her a smal] vial of medicine, composed of tr. stramonii 
et cotyl. umb. “When she took it, she exclaimed—* Is this all? Why, 
where I have been, 1 used to carry home my arms full of medicine.” 
The 25th of April, she called again. Had had but one fit during the 
last six weeks. I prescribed for her again, and then lost sight of her for 
three months. Then the following incident occurred, which shows the 
honesty with which patients or their friends sometimes deal with physi- 
cians. Providentially meeting her father, he said * his daughter was no 
better, and he was almost discouraged.” I replied, she seemed better 
when I last saw her. He said, “yes. she did ; but she is no better now.” 
Jn a few days, the patient came to see me again, and, upon telling her 
I thought she seemed better when I last saw her, and inquiring where 
she had been, what doing, &c., she said, “ Yes, she was, but a 
friend of theirs paid ten dollars for a package of Dr. Hart's medicine [1 
think it was], and sent it to them, and it was so well recommended that 
her father insisted upon her taking it, which she had been doing, and the 
worse was the result.” She improved again under my prescription, but 
continued, at my last knowledge of her, to have a fit about once in three 
months, She was a spoiled child—wilful, and ruled both father and 
mother, and not with a very silken sceptre. We shall see, as we proceed, 
that fits of madness were often the devils which possessed epileptics, and 
we may rest assured that no others are more devilish than these often are. 

Case V1I.—Mrs. , a married woman, aged 38 years; began 
to have fits soon after confinement with her first child, when 19 years 
old. Previous to the birth of the child, was bled, for fear of convulsions, 
Had convulsions soon after being bled. The child was born while the. 
convulsions lasted. She remained insensible for three days. Four weeks 
afterwards had spasms in the night. Has since had fits once in seven 
weeks, two at a time. Has no premonition of them; and the first she 
knows, finds her friends rubbing her. Has been treated by all kinds of 
doctors. Two years after the first fit, she had a living child. Hands 
and feet usually very cold. Has been bled seven times. Her fits are. 
lighter during pregnancy. Is very subject to headache. Has her fits 
always in the forenoon. She was so much improved while taking vale~ 
rian, sanguinaria and stramonium, that her fits were but half as often as 
she had had them previously. But she did not wholly recover under my 
treatment. I have not heard from. her for the last four years, She 
thought being bled always injured her, and I doubt not her opinion was 


correct. 


a 
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Case VII.—Miss , aged 35 years, has had convulsions since 
she was 14; knows of no cause for them. Has had them as often as. 
once in three weeks. General health poor; extremities cold ; appetite 
good, Has very singular feelings for several days previous to, and seve- 
ral days after, a fit. Once took medicine from a lady in Roxbury, and 
had no convulsions for four years. Then took medicine from Dr, Ly- 
man, of Woodstock, Conn., and was free from convulsions again for nine 
months; since which time, they have returned, as formerly, once in three 
weeks. Prescribed oxide zinci ct cotyledon, under which she went six 
months without a return of the disease, when she was taken with dysen- 
tery, and died, | 

Case VIII.—Mr. » aged 56 years; a distiller (in the days 
when distilling was an honorable business as well as lucrative). Seven 
years since, he had a convulsion, supposed to have been induced by fa- 
tigue. Six months after, had a second attack. Has since had them as 
often as once in three months. Head often dizzy, but not painful. Food 
distresses him if he takes too much. Has been in the habit of taking 
physic almost constantly for several years—a sufficient cause to make 
any well man sick. Now has his fits always in the night. Thinks he 
has taken all kinds of medicine. Extremities cold. Has been troubled 
with rheumatism. Prescribed cotyledon and stram. Had no fit for four 
months. Has had one since, but none for the last two years. 

Case 1X.—July 16th, 1849, a clergyman brought to me his son, 
aged 10 years. His mother had a sister who was epileptic. This was _ 
one of those numerous cases in which the disease is induced by forcing - 
the mental powers and neglecting the physical. At the age of six years 
this child (usually bright and sprightly, and of a nervous tempera- 
ment) could read English and Latin well. Then he became highly ex- 
citable ; soon had spasms, and these soon terminated in epileptic con- 
vulsions. At the present time, he has a convulsion almost every day, 
usually early in the morning. His appetite is voracious, and he has been 
allowed to indulve it freely, as he is a feeble child and has a large share 
of compassion both from a kind father and an indulgent mother. I 
have no doubt that these two errors of his parents—first, the unnatural 
forcing of his mind, and secondly the full feeding of an unnatural appe- 
tite—were the cause of his convulsions. Once, upon being kept within 
reasonable bounds of eating for a single week, he had no convulsion dur- 
ing that time. Then, being permitted to visit a friend’s house, where he 
was allowed also to visit the pantry and partake freely of mince pie, cold 
pudding and squash (enough to make any well child sick), within twenty- 
four hours he had three epileptic convulsions. As no medicine could do 
any good with such habits, and as such habits could not be changed un- 
der such parents, all treatment was abandoned, and he soon died. 

Case X.—Miss , aged 17 years, came August 15, 1849. 
When six years old was struck with lightning, which injured one foot 
and destroyed one shoe. Has always been very nervous. Has now had 
convulsions about once in three weeks, for.more than a year ; is stupid 
in them usually from one to two hours. Has been under the care of an 
excellent and judicious physician, and under his advice has been kept 
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from school for more than a year. She did not appear to be benefited 
by either sanguinaria, cotyledon or stramonium, which were tried for two 
months ; but was entirely cured in six weeks, by an infusion of digitalis, 
3}. of the fresh dried leaves, to Oj. aqua bull., of which she took 4 ij. 
twice a-day, with gr. j. of valerianate of zinc in each dose. She has 
remained free from: convulsions till the present (Sept 20th, 1854), a pe- 
riod of four years. Resides in Boston, and calls with her good mother 
about once in six months to tell me how well she is. 
Case XI.—Mr. called December 15, 1849; aged 34 years. 
Has had epileptic fits fourteen years. Had been addicted to the solitary 
vice from childhood. Has convulsions once in three weeks ; thinks they 
continue half an hour. When he has them often, they are less severe. 
His constitution is much shattered, and he is a mere wreck of a human 
body, and would be, one would suppose, a sufficient warning to all who 
should see him, to beware of infringing nature’s laws. Has some bron- 
chial irritation ; feet and hands cold; bowels sluggish. ‘‘ Has taken a 
cart-load of physic,” and is well marked with nitrate of silver. This 
case is bad enough, and it is difficult to decide whether the patient’s 
present wretched state has been induced more by his vile habit, or ‘by 
his fourteen years dosing and drugging. I think they have both con- 
tributed their full share to render his body what it is. He was too far 
gone to recover, but improved under tonic treatment so as not to have a 
convulsion oftener than once in three months. 

Case XII.—Mr. —-—— came December 15th, 1849; aged 20 years. 
“ Had the first spell when he was 13 years old ; had spasms when 9 
months old ; is not regular in the spells, but has them once in two, three 
and four weeks; has them worse at the new moon.” Whether this is 
really so, or only imagined, I am unable to decide. An eminent Euro- 
pean physician, who had charge of a hospital for the insane, after many 
years came to the conclusion that his insane patients were “ more in- 
sane at every change of the moon.” This patient is moody, sulky and 
melancholy. ‘Appetite good; always has a severe headache before a 
fit; feet and hands cold.” He has every indication of a relaxed, debili- 
tated system. “Has taken a great deal of medicine—been under a 
great many doctors ; never expects to get well.” He was not benefited 
by three months’ treatment, and, probably, never will be. As already 
stated, I consider these cases of a melancholy temperament or cast, the 
most unpromising of any. They very rarely recover. In them, the 
effect of the mind upon the body is most disastrous. In such cases, the 
brain may have become diseased by the frequent congestions to which it 
has been exposed by the fits. It is, perhaps, an evidence of such a dis- 
eased brain, that few are so melancholy in the first stage of epilepsy, 
and those who are not, often recover under proper treatment. | 

Case XII].—Mr. came December 28th, 1849; aged 34 
years ; by occupation a house-carpenter. Has had fits two years ; knows 
no cause for them, but was taken with the first soon after sleeping in a 
damp place. Has but one fit at a time ; generally has had them in the 
night, but now has them in the day-time. Has taken a great amount of 
medicine ; “took Dr. King’s specific” for a long time, but it did him 


re 
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no good. Has great pain in the head just before a fit. Was married 
two years previous to the fits. Hands and feet cold. Has every mark 
of a debilitated constitution. This patient came to Boston with a man 
servant, and remained here under treatment three months, ‘The servant 
one day came running for me, almost breathless and apparently half 
frightened out of his wits. He said his master was in a dreadful condi- 
tion—his lower jaw hanging down, and he unable to speak ; wished 
me to go as fast as possible, as he feared he would be dead before we 
should get tohim. I found him in great fright, walking the room, which 
was filled with some ten or a dozen persons in sad consternation. He 
was making an unearthly noise, neither speaking nor screaming. Hav- 
ing thrust the butt end of a clothes-pin between his teeth, I put my 
thumbs into his mouth, one on either side of it, and my fingers under the 
ends of the jaw, and pressing upward and forward, the two ends of the 
jaw readily took their places with a snap like the discharge of a pop- 
gun. A gladder fellow never lived. ‘QO, doctor,” said he, “ you have 
saved my life. The Lord bless you.” He was much relieved, but not 
permanently cured, while under treatment. 

Case XIV.—Mr. , aged 28 years, came January 10th, 1850. 
Is engaged in teaching in the winter, and makes boots in the summer. 
Enjoyed good health till he was 21 years of age. Commenced by 
slight tremors, and gradually increased till it came to this.’ His first 
convulsion was in the year 1845; his second, two years afterwards, 
He has the epileptic aura in the left leg; it begins in the foot and gra- 
dually ascends to the stomach, and when it arrives in the region of the 
heart, he sinks away and knows no more till he finds himself in the 
hands of his friends. His appetite is good. He is bilious, bowels costive ; 
does not sleep, but dreams. Has been married three years. Wife has 
had one child, stillborn. His fits latterly have been in the night, and 
they last ten minutes. Has had medical treatment in a hospital. His 
skin is discolored by taking nitrate of silver. He was much relieved, 
but not permanently cured by my treatment, which was a combination 
of sanguinaria, cotyledon and strychnia. 
~ Case XV.—Mr. came Jan. 30, 1850; wheelwnght ; aged 
46 years. Had the first fit eight years ayo—caused by fright. Had 
spasms two years before he had a fit. Had the first one in the night, 
and another in four weeks; then went three months without another. 
Used to have the nose-bleed excessively some years before he had con- 
vulsions. Cut himself with a scythe and lost much blood, a short time 
before he had the first fit. Was often bled for his fits in the early treat- 
ment which he received. Has been under the care of a great many 
doctors ; does not know as he was ever benefited by any of them. His 
skin is tinged with nitrate of silver. This man was under my treat- 
ment one year; at the end of which time he had no convulsion for 
three months. One year after, he wrote me, “ As to the spasms and 
fits, I hope | have got over them both; 1 have had no fit for more 
than twelve months.” He took tincture of stramonium, tincture of san- 
guinaria, and the extract of cotyledon, in such doses as the stomach 
and nervous system would bear—occasionally changed for the ferrugi- 
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nous preparations, good living and plenty of old Scotch ale. _ I have no 
doubt his fits were caused by debility consequent upon great loss of blood. 
Case XVI.—Miss was brought to me by her father, Feb. 
5, 1850; aged 16 years. She is a beautiful and apparently amiable 
irl—lovely as an Houri, and formed in nature’s most perfect mould. 
Had one fit when 3. years old; had another at the age of 7, and no 
more till she was 14. Has had turns of being faint for several years, 
about the time for the monthly period. Has a fit about once a month. 
Appetite voracious. She is very excitable, loves to go into company, 
feels ugly if her parents do not indulge her in this wish. Hands and 
feet cold. Has taken considerable medicine. One doctor prescribed 
the following, which she took without benefit, till he ordered it discon- 
tinued for fear it would blacken her skin—R. Nit. argent., 3j. ; ext. 
hyosciamti, 3ij. M. Ft. pil. no. 6. Dose, one three times a-day. 
When I informed her what I wished her to do, or rather, not to do, for it 
was principally to leave off what she was doing, she replied she was 
about as willing to have her fits. ‘The prescription was that she must 
quit going into company, forbear everything that was exciting, bring her- 
self within reasonable bounds of diet morning and noon, take no ye 
pers, and retire early. After a few moments consideration she said she 
would try. 1 told her if she would try, I would, and I doubted not but 
she would recover. She resided in a neighboring State. Her father 
wrote me occasionally, and I sent her medicine as it was required. She 
had no more convulsions for four months. At the expiration of that 
ume, her father wrote that she had had another ¢ll-turn, and that it oc- 
curred on this wise. She had been assisting her mother (in the absence 
of their girl) about washing—had become much fatigued, and then par- 
taken of a hearty dinner of baked beans and cold pork. This was so 
contrary to my directions, that I felt it my duty not only to administer 
medicine, but also a sharp rebuke. From that time to the present, a 
pond of four years, she has never had .a convulsion, has enjoyed good 
iealth, and is married and prosperous. | 
Case XVIL—Miss , aged 17 years. The first attack was 
caused by fright, two years since. Her “spells” come on by her being 
unable to control her hands, and especially her feet, which fly like 
drum-sticks. During the few minutes which these motions continue, 
she remains conscious ; she is then lost, and goes into convulsions. Has 
one of these attacks as often as once in three months. They com- 
mence by her feeling frightened, and the hands beginning to jerk slightly. 
Has been prescribed for by several physicians. She came under m 
care April 23d, 1850, and remained in Boston six months, during whic 
time she never had an attack. ‘Two years after, she became suddenly 
frightened, and had another “ spell.” Since then, she has remained 
well; and her mother wrote me recently that she considered her “ cured.” 
Case XVIII.—Miss , aged 18 years, came to Boston Jan. 
28th, 1851. Subject to epileptic fits once in two weeks. During the 
first four weeks she had a convulsion every week, which was twice as 
often as she had been accustomed to have them. She then had no more 
for three months, She had prepared to return to her home, well, and in 
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good spirits. I saw her the evening previous to her expected departure, 
and observing that she was much elated, cautioned her to be calm, and not 
to become excited the next morning. Notwithstanding this admonition, 
she slept but little, rose at 4 in the morning, and_ before 7, the hour for 
- breakfast, had a fit. She then remained three months longer under treat- 
ment, and had no more during that time. When she had been free 
from these attacks for some months, 1 providentially met the accom- 
plished and skilful physician who had_ prescribed for her previous to her 
coming under my care. He inquired if ‘I could “ make her govern her 
temper.” I told him I had succeeded tolerably well in that respect. 
He said he thought he “could have cured her of the fits, if he could 
have made her govern her temper; but there he utterly failed.” I 
never doubted that he had the true view of the case. She was a 
‘spoiled child,” accustomed as she had been to govern father and mo- 
ther, and all else which came in her way, except her own spirit. She 
will never be permanently cured of her fits tll she governs her own 


spirit, and that, probably, will never be. .W. M. Cornett, M.D. 


EVIL EFFECTS OF SHAVING THE BEARD. 


{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journa).} 


Messrs. Epirors,—] am prompted, by remarks recently made by a learn- 


ed professor of theology, on his conflicts with the razor, to ask if the 


habit of shaving is not both deleterious to the physical health, and de- 
teriorating to the races which practise it? The professor thinks that 
by shaving daily for forty years he has wasted a year and a half of la- 
boring time, and nearly fifty pounds of beard, to say nothing of the blood 
and tears he has shed, and the agony he has endured. It has, he says, 
been the great misery and waste-way of his life, and he would give the 
world if he possessed it, as would thousands of his brethren, if custom 
would sanction the omission of shaving. 

Now I have, within the past year, perhaps owing to my own long-beard- 
edness, which, by-the-by, is indispensable, heard so many similar remarks, 
both from eminent ministers of the gospel and other citizens of most sterling 
sense, and witnessed personally so much evil from the habit, that 1 can- 
not forbear requesting the privilege, through your excellent Journal, of 
saying that, comparing the present with the past, there seems to mea 
fearful deterioration in the physical organization of our race, worthy of 


the most serious and immediate attention of every true-hearted American, — 


patriot and philanthropist. Jt cannot but be obvious to all who regard the 
future defences of our country, that large families of robust and healthy 
children are far less numerous now than they were in former days. Scro- 
fula, that truly direful scourge of pro-shaving England and America, 
invades, in some one or more of its many hideous forms, almost every 
domestic circle of our American population. The indescribable pangs of 
neuralgia, which were scarcely known to our ancestors, are now as fami- 
liar as household words in our families. Nearly as much is true of bron- 


chial and catarrhal affections, erysipelas, heart-disease, premature defec-— 
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tion of the senses, physical deformity and prostration ; coughs, and con- 
sumptions which waste away the strength and beauty of our homes, and 

up the fountains of our joy. Another eminent professor, whose active 
love of humanity has familiarized him with the customs and conditions 
of many nations, says— I have been much among the Abrahamic race — 
who never violate the command—not to mar even the corners of their 
beards, and J never saw an instance of drunkenness or pauperism, nor of 
premature physical debility or hereditary disease, as they exist among 

-shaving nations. Who shall say that this chosen people, this most 
bastily bearded of all races, is not by their religious devotion to the laws 
of.health, destined to stand upon the earth and fill it with unabridged, 
unadulterated manliness, when other nations of greater boasted light and 
knowledge shall, by their fool-hardy violations of nature, have consumed 
themselves and passed away ?”’ 

The aboriginal inhabitants of our soil and climate were once brave, 
powerful, and numberless almost as “ the stars in the sky, the leaves on the 
trees, and the sands on the sea-shore.” But they waged war unceasingly 
against nature. They resisted her kindly efforts to mantle their faces with 
manly beards, grew each generation more and more effeminate, became an 
easy prey to their enemies, and now, like the beard which they so obsti- 
nately uprooted from their faces, they are themselves uprooted from the 
face of the earth. The Chinese, too, have been “ shorn of their locks” 
and their strength, till as a nation they have but little more than a nomi- 
nal existence. I speak from the experience and close observation of 
more than twenty years of dental practice, in saying that I have not a 
doubt that to the Joss of nutrition, and to the exposure and derange- 
ment of the animal functions caused by incessantly scraping off the 
beard, is to be attributed much of the alarming increase of premature 
defection in the dental organism. which tends directly to imperfect mas- 
ication, indigestion, dyspepsia, and “all the ills that flesh is heir to.” 
Itis now no uncommon thing for children 10 or 12 years old to need 
extensive. operations on their secondary teeth, nor for young men and 
women of 20 to require whole sets. Truly, with a vengeance have the 
fathers eaten their sour grapes. At this rate, how soon as a nation shall 
we he “ sans eyes, sans teeth, sans everything ?” | : 

This increasing degeneracy is no new idea ; but while one attributes 
it to a variable climate, another to unventilated houses, another to lead- 

I water, and others to flour too finely, or to food too coldly, too 

ly, or too hastily bolted, few only venture to speak boldly of the tons 
and tons of the physical stamina and manliness of pure Americanism 
which is daily sacrificed by the relentless razor to that despotic Delilah, 
Fashion. Pulmonary disease, bronchial inflammation, cough and night 
sweats, had so reduced my system more than a year ago, that eminent 

ysicians in Boston and elsewhere assured me that my existence would 
soon he terminated. Resolved, however, if go I must, to go as whole 
and resistingly as possible, I discarded at once, and as I now joyfully be- 
heve forever, the use of my razor. ‘The result is—a restoration to almost 
perfect health, and freedom from. thirstiness and debility which seemed 
y to demand so much medication and artificial stimulation. That 
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I have a heavy grizzly beard is most true, and that it is offensive to 
existing tastes it grieves me to say is quite as true, But that it is repul- 
sive, excessively so, to the shallow-brained dupes and votaries of mere 
unsanctified custom and conventionality, troubles me so little that 1 sur- 
vive the caustic joke, the scornful smile, the withering frown, the cold 
shoulder and diminished patronage, assured that I am a thousand fold 
repaid not only in restoration to health, but in “a soul’s calm sunshine 
and a heart-felt joy ” which exists only in a consciousness. of rectitude 
that can afford to be laughed at. 

It is far from self-conceit which prompts these remarks, or urges me 
to say that the accumulation of facts which as a matter of course must 
have resulted from my long-bearded experience, will enable me to give 
comforting suggestions to such as are almost persuaded to follow the 
teachings of nature and true el ety in this matter. ‘The task is 
harder in later than in earlier life, before the beard is excited to unnatural 

rowth. And as there is, as { most solemnly believe, not one well- 
founded argument why men of any age or condition should continue the 
habit of shaving, there can be none why boys should ever commence 
it. Nor would one of a thousand of them do so, if they only knew its 
evil consequences. It not only destroys the germs of their future phy- 
sical health and manly beauty, but it wastes away the dews of their 
youth, their native simplicity, their truthfulness and confidence in the 
wisdom of their Creator. Neither the image of God nor any of his works 
remain sacred in their sight. For if, as they say, the “ human face di- 
vine” may be improved by their boyish efits, what of God’s creating 


may not be? Nature’s teachings and the dictates of conscience become — 


less persuasive than human wisdom, and they verify the fact that man, 
though formed at first upright, will ‘seek out many inventions.” 

The habit of shaving is not of “origin divine” as thousands seem 
to think, but quite the reverse. The ancient patriarchs, the holy pro- 
phets, Christ and his disciples, and the earlier and probably purer chris- 
tians, deemed it a violation of the laws of their nature. Alexander 
enforced it upon his army that they might thereby gain a bloodier con- 
quest. The nobility of Spain adopted it through courtesy to their beard- 
less prince. The mass were of course subjected to the humiliating pro- 
cess, but expressed their repugnance to the outrage in the well-known 
proverb :—‘ Since we have lost our beards, we have lost our souls ”— 
that is, ourselves, our identity. We are rather soulless slaves, than the 
men our Maker made and designed us to be. 


Will not the free-born sons of America, whose pure patriotism scorns | 


the dictation of foreign potentates, dare to be morally as well as politi- 
cally free—free from all conventionalities which oppress common hu- 
manity, and weigh heavily on the mass of our population ; and especially 
free from every influence which insidiously tends to vitiate and depress 
the true manliness of man, and womanizes those masculine and gigantic 
powers which are to be our country’s defence against the jealous, hungry, 
couching nations about us? And will not their mothers, sisters, wives 
and daughters, second these efforts, and exercise their own good taste in 
creating and sustaining such purely American fashions and habits as 
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will, to the end of time, render them and their progeny still more excel-— 
‘Jent in all the various relations of life ? 


Yours truly, Sansorn. 
Andover, December 3, 1854. | 


THE SUGAR-HOUSE CURE. 
[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. ] 


Messrs. Enrrors,—In one of my articles on the sugar-house cure, pub- 
lished in your Journal (October 4th, vol. 51, pages 198 and 199), I 
alluded to the case of Dr. Chapellier in proof of its virtues, as a distin- 
guished physician who had become entirely disabled from a disease of his 
chest, left his practice and came to this city to die among his French 
friends, and was almost forced by me into a sugar-house against his will 
and that of his friends, After remaining in the sugar-house a short time, 
he got so much better, that instead of returning to his sick-bed, he soon 
afterwards resumed his practice and continued in the laborious service 
of his profession until near the time I wrote the above-mentioned article 
alluding to his case. It was in the latter part of the year 1852 that 
he went into the sugar-house, and it was in September, 1854, that I for- 
warded you the account of his case. No details of what transpired in 
the sugar-house were given, as | wrote to him for them. When m 
letter reached him, he was lying very ill from an acute attack of inflam- 
mation of the lungs, and it was not until the first of October last, that 
he was able to reply to me. I enclose you an extract from his letter 
of that date. The acute attack was followed by extensive softening of 
tuberculous matter, and he died at Natchez on the 20th inst., much 
regretted by the physicians and the people of that place, where he had 
long practised his profession. He graduated in the University of France 
in the year 1828, being a native of that country. After graduating, 
he immediately commenced the study of medicine, and pursued: it ten 
rs, and in 1838 received his diploma in Paris as Doctor of Medicine. 
e was acknowledged to be among the most thoroughly-educated physi- 
cians of the French school. He stood among the highest in his profes- 
sion in this country, and was universally esteemed by all his acquaint- 
ances as a man of great probity as well as usefulness—being a laborious 
and successful practitioner. He died in the christian faith. His letter 
of the Ist of October is among the last he ever wrote. The experience 
such a man in regard to the sugar-house remedy is too valuable to 
be lost, and I send you all that part of his letter relating to it. 
Respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 
New Orleans, Nov. 29th, 1854. Saws A. Cartwricnt. 


Extract of a Letter from Dr. Chapellier, dated October Ist, 1854, to Sam'l 
A. Cartwright, M.D. 


“When I left Natchez for your city, in, 1852, I looked like the sha- 
w ofa man. There was hardly any flesh on my bones—the skin 
usually dry, but nearly as white as snow. | was very feeble—had no 
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appetite-——my lungs expanded with extreme difficulty.. The least exer- 
cise shortened my breath, and promoted the most intense spell of cough- 
ing. I then expectorated, once in a while, some purulent matter, but 
most generally phlegm. At night my cough was the worst. I do not 
believe that | once slept two hours in succession. J informed you of my 
arrival in your city. You hurried to see me, and advised me to repair 
to a sugar-house as soon as possible, as the rolling season would soon be 
over. I went to Mr. Lapice’s plantation, where | was received as if I 
had been a son ora brother of the family. The breathing of the va- 
por was rather pleasant to me, and I thought that I was breathing more 
freely. I drank plentifully of the juice of the cane, as hot as possible. 
The vapor did not oppress ; on the contrary, as I said already, I felt 
more relief after inbaling, from the first day to the last. My appetite 
increased, and I was even hungry between meals. I also became more 
fleshy. I was certainly much better when I got back to New Orleans. 
I felt strength in my limbs that I had not experienced for many months 
previously. I did not stay long enough on the plantation—but it could 
not be helped. * * * The treatment of bronchitis and consump- 
tion by the vapor is bound to succeed, if used in time: This is my can- 
did opinion—and I give it to everybody as such, even to the most in- 
credulous. You know yourself that I had a prejudice against it. i 
followed your advice rather as an experiment, and i found it turned out 
to my dbventiagi although I remained but a short time in the sugar- 
house. My situation now is such that [ will attempt nothing more—but 
let nature have her course.”’ (Signed) Francis CHAPPELLIER. 


SUITS FOR MAL-PRACTICE. 
{Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. ] 


Messrs. Eprrors,—In examining a Jate number of your valuable Jour- 
nal, | read of further suits for mal-practice ; and while | felt chagrined at 
the conduct of some of my medical brethren, I rejoiced at your remarks 
concerning them. 1 fully concur with you in the importance of a stand- 
ard work on surgical jurisprudence ; and | sincerely hope this want may 
not be long unsupplied, as we have men abundantly qualified to give us 
such a work. This will,in a measure, shield us from those upstart mem- 


bers of the bar, who, by their impertinent, irrelevant questions worry and ~ 


ill-treat members of a profession in every respect equal to their own. 
Medical men do not fear legal gentlemen ; yet they protest against the 
scurrilous attacks of some who claim to be such—who pretend a know- 
lege in law superior to Blackstone, and in medicine to Galen. 

We should not, however, wholly charge this home on those above 
named. We too often find the viper within our own ranks ; those who 
from envy or rivalry seek to destroy the hard-earned fame of one in every 
respect their superter. ‘Those puny strife engenderers, who stir up these 
unnatural suits, deserve the execrations of all classes and conditions in 
life; and while they should be shunned and left to wallow in their own 
filthiness, an indignant community, or the guardians in our profession, 
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should promptly refund, by subscription, every cent thus worse than 
len. | 

7 believe the time has fully come, when our own protection, not only 

as individuals but as an intelligent body, demands this Vandal warfare 

should be carried to Carthage ; and I have wondered that while some 

of our household have occupied seats in legislative halls, they have as 
et suffered these vile stains on their honor. The change must come. 
November 13, 1854. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, DECEMBER 13, 1854. 


Anaconda on Exhibition—An Indigestible Meal.—An immense anaconda 
is now on exhibition at No. 22 Howard street, in Boston, recently brought 
from the neighborhood of the Congo river in Africa. It is said that his 
length is between twenty and twenty-five feet, with a girth of thirty inches 
in the largest part of the body. Of the accuracy of these assumed mea- 
surements, however, we shall not vouch, since the attempt to get at the pre- 
cise feet and inches of such a monster would be quite as difficult as the rats 
found it to hang a bell on the cat’s neck. ‘There are a few curious circum- 
stances connected with this great reptile stranger, since his arrival, which 
ate worth chronicling. Just before leaving his native land he took a hearty 
meal of a dog, and no other food was eaten by him for seven months after. 
About the first of October, this king of snakes arrived in Boston, and was 
lodged in a large case with very strong glass walls, and a double English 
milled blanket, folded into four thicknesses, furnished for his bed. On the 
20th of November, Mr. Sears, the proprietor, thought it was full time to tempt 
his appetite, and therefore introduced a rabbit into the den, just at evening. 
On viewing the interior the following morning, the blanket was missing, while 
the rabbit was still alive! On Wednesday, seven days after, the blanket 
was discharged, whole and unimpaired, after a circuitous journey through 
an intestinal tube of nearly one hundred and fifty feet. It may now be 
seen in the apartment—being six feet wide by seven in length. Since that 
period, he has exhibited excellent health, and has devoured a fowl. Every 
few days he drinks about three quarts of water—sucking it all up at once. 
When an animal is given for food to one of this family of serpents, it is 
eyed intently for an instant, and then the poor trembling creature is sud- 
denly crushed in the huge folds of the terrible monster—the cracking of the 
bones being distinctly heard at quite a distance. Thus prepared for swal- 
lowing, the body is still held in a coil, which is equivalent to a hand, and 
kept steady, while it is gradually sucked down the throat of the animal, 
Into the stomach, where it is slowly digested. It is the opinion of Mr. 
Sears, that when the anaconda sprang at the rabbit, mentioned above, by 
some mistake in calculation the latter escaped, and the edge of the blanket 
was seized by the teeth. When these are once engaged, being for holders 
and not for mastication, it is quite impossible to disengage them ; and hence 
Whatever is once drawn into the mouth, must necessarily go down the 
throat. Even the muscles of deglutition seem to act independently of 


volition, and urge the morsel along by strong, convulsive, peristaltic con- 
tractions. 
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- Surgical Apparatus for Fracture of the Clavicle.—It will be gratifying 
ra 


to the profession to know that Dr. Fox’s surgica] apparatus for fracture of 
the clavicle, as modified and improved by Dr. E. Bartlett, of East Boston, 
may now easily be obtained. Dr. Fox’s apparatus has been in use in seve- 
ral of our large hospitals for the last quarter of a century. Every surgeon 
must at times have been impressed with the necessity of having some sim- 
ple and effective means at hand for keeping the fractured ends of the clavi- 
cle in apposition ; and no doubt many of them have had, too, while treating. 
such cases, phantoms of suits at law before them for mal-practice, in conse- 
quence of any deformity that might posstbly arise therefrom. Now if every 
apie and surgeon will provide himself with the package containing 
r. Bartlett’s apparatus, and properly adjust it when it is needed, all such 
inconveniences and feelings can at once be overcome. We would not ap- 
py the twenty or more yards of Desault’s bandage for the price which Dr. 
artlett asks for his ; and the profession well know, if that bandage is not 
very nicely applied, what the consequences must,be to the patient. The 
apparatus of Dr. B. is equally well calculated for fractures of the acromion 
rocess and neck of the scapula. As it is his intention to have only a 
imited number manufactured for the present, we would recommend our 
friends to send their orders at once to his agents, Messrs. B. S. Codman & 
Co., whose advertisement may be found on our outside sheet. ! 


Worms coming from the Body after Death.—An esteemed correspondent 
has sent us an account of “a most exiraordinary case,” which he says he 
“clipped from a newspaper printed at Willimantic, Conn.” We should 
have preferred that our friend had investigated the circumstances of the case 
before he sent it to us. These snake, lizard and worm stories, connected 
with human life, disease and death, have been quite common for many 
years, and when they have been fully investigated by scientific men, have 
generally turned out to be but “two cats, ours and another one,” or else 
nothing of the kind ever happened. Our readers may remember that some 
three years since, we chronicled in the Journal the report of a most remark- 
able operation in this city, by which it was alleged that one or more snakes 
were taken from the abdomen of a woman. The public believed it, for they 
had seen the snakes in a bottle, in which they had been preserved by the 
skilful and benevolent operator, who publicly exposed them in his window. 
It was found, however, to be all a ruse for obtaining notoriety. But this 
case appears to be of a different character, and we therefore publish it as 
reported. 

“The deceased was a maiden woman, some 55 years of age, named 
Nancy Chaffee. She was not of the sharpest intellect. Her health had 
been poor for about a year, yet she had all the while a remarkably voracious 
appetite. She would eat more than two hearty men, and still she was ex- 
ceedingly thin, and appeared to be wasting gradually away. She was able 
to keep about the house usually. Saturday, the day before her death, she 
felt a little worse than usual, and ate little. Sunday morning she arose 
much as commonly, and ate her breakfast. Soon after she felt faint, and 
had assistance to lay her on the bed, where, in an hour, she died. | 

« But the most extraordinary part is yet to be told. In two hours after 
her death worms crawled out of her mouth and nose upon her face, to the 
number of 2 dozen ; and before the body was put into the coffin, which was 
about sundown the same day, 28 had come from it through the same ave- 
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Give them light upon the objects of their inquiry. It seems that from 
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nues. Life had scarcely departed before an insufferable stench proceeded 
from the corpse ; and when the body was about to be prepared for the coffin, 
alvine secretion was discovered oozing through the skin of the abdomen, 
and overflowing the mouth. The sight and smell were so inexpressibly 
loathsome and sickening, that the persons engaged in these last duties to 
the dead, were obliged to fly the room. The most that could be done was 
to roll the corpse up in the clothes the deceased had on when she died, and 

it in the coffin as it was. It is evident the poor woman was literally 
eaten up with worms. ‘The intestines had been eaten through, and the 
contents, in a fluid state from a cathartic which had been administered a: 
short time before death, had discharged into the trunk.” 


Asylum for Inebriates—The State of New York will apparently have 
the honor of erecting the first Asylum in the United States for the poor 
inebriate. Massachusetts should have taken the lead in this matter. Not 
that there are more inebriates within her borders than in the other States, 
but it would have been in character with her known liberality in fostering 
institutions for benevolent purposes. We have philanthropy enough left in 
our citizens to establish a similar institution in this State, if the expediency 
of the measure should be made apparent; and we sincerely hope that our 
next legislature may be appealed to for aid in the erection of an asylum 
that may be useful in curing poor inebriates of their morbid appetite. 


Reliability of the Evidence of a partially Etherized Person.—The late 
trial,and without doubt unjust sentence, of Dr. Beale, of Philadelphia, have 
awakened an interest among his professional brethren in other parts of the 
country. We are pleased to learn that they have taken a rational view of 
the whole matter, fully corroborating the sentiment which we expressed in 
our last number, relative to the reliability of the evidence of the only wit- 
ness in the case. The press, too, as a general thing, since the conviction 
and sentence of Dr. Beale, have been discussing his case, and the conclu- 
sions which they arrive at, are, that the verdict was wrong and the sentence 
unjust, Last week the Dental Surgeons of New York city held a meeting 
for the purpose of considering the whole subject, and interchanging the re- 
sults of their experience in the administration of ether and chloroform to 
their patients, a brief abstract of which has been published in the papers. 

eir statements confirm the opinions above expressed, and moreover tend 
to show the folly of employing so powerful an agent as chloroform for the 
common operations on the teeth. : 


Sickness and Mortality in Emigrant Ships—Under an order of the 
Senate of the United States, passed on the 3d December, 1853, a Commit- 
tee was appointed to consider the causes and extent of sickness and mor- 
tality prevailing on board emigrant vessels, &c. They have made an elabo- 
Tate report, which comes to us in a bound volume of 147 octavo pages. A 
chronicle of the condition of certain vessels on board of which ship fever, 
cholera and smallpox have existed, constitutes the bulk of the introductory 
part of the report. A circular was addressed, by the Hon. Hamilton Fish, 
Chairman of the Committee, to distinguished men, some of whom were 

ysicians, with a view to obtaining as many facts as possible, indre- 
gard to the true condition of passengers, and such other matters as ag 
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tober, 1843, to Dec. 31, 1853, there arrived in the United States, from for- 


eign countries, 2,720,847 passengers. ‘lhe report abounds in statistical 
memoranda, gathered from a variety of responsible sources, illustrative of 
the general bad condition of vessels employed in the emigrant service, as 
respects the matter of room, berths, food, and ordinary conveniences, Le- 
gislation is ‘demanded, to stay the enormous sacrifice of life in the trans- 
portation of human beings from one continent to another. It seem a mat- 
ter of wonder, from the reckless manner in which men, women and child- 
ren are htiddled together in the holds of ships, festering in filth and breath- 
ing a poisoned atmosphere, that they live long enough to reach the western 
world. It would be quite a waste of space to copy the language of this 
congressional report. ‘The essence of it has appeared and re-appeared 
both in the journals of medicine and the public papers, till it is really an 
old story. Whenever the governments on both sides of the Atlantic are 
resolved to enforce laws which would prevent the evils complained of, then 
we may hope for better times, and not before. It is absurd to speculate 
upon this point and that, and make suggestions which are never heeded. 

he rigid enforcement of stringent enactments will remedy the evil, and 
nothing else. 


Microscopic Anatomy.—Among the decidedly useful as well as elegant 
publications of a purely professional character, we have not examined any 
one with more decided satisfaction, of late, than a beautifully-illustrated 
work, in two volumes octavo, called ‘“* Microscopic Anatomy of the Human 
Body, in Health and Disease, illustrated with numerous drawings in colors, 
by Arthur Hill Hassall, M.D., &c., with additions to the text and _ plates, 
and an introduction, containing instruction in microscopic manipulations, 
by Henry Vanarsdale, M.D.” We hardly know what to_ say sufii- 
ciently in praise of this uncommonly instructive production. Every page 
of it is a banquet, unfolding the marvels of creative wisdom and power. 
Such extraordinary pictorial displays of the minute organization of the in- 
ternal mechanism of our bodies, in the two conditions of health and dis- 
ease, create a strange feeling of wonder and amazement. While the work 
teaches how to understand appearances, it also points out the physiological 
functions and anatomical relations of parts. In short, the why and the 
wherefore in the subjects treated of, are presented in aclear light. Messrs. 
S. S. & W. Wood, 261 Pearl St., New York, are the publishers. In 
Boston, call for it at Ticknor & Co.’s, where everything in the line of ordi- 
nary medical literature may be procured, whether of home or foreign origin. 


Positive Medical Agents.—This is a very useful and well-written book, 
treating fully upon the properties of the alkaloids and resinoids of plants, 
such as are manufactured by the Messrs. B. Keith & Co.. of the American 
Chemical Institute, New York. We have not time now to speak of the 
merits of the work in detail, nor is it necessary to do so, since we have 
been promised a review of it by a competent person. Suffice it to say, 
that the preparations of the Messrs. Keith & Co. enjoy a deservedly good 
reputation among the profession. 


Operation for Club-foot.—Dr. Buckminster Brown, of Boston, who is be- 
coming deservedly distinguished in the department of orthopedic surgery, 
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had the kindness to show us the feet of a young man, operated upon by 
him some years ago, which were then so shockingly distorted, that plaster 
casts were taken of them—the patient being then quite a child. No man 
requires better pedal apparatus than this individual now exhibits: The 
casts, and the present real feet as restored by art, placed side by side, make 
a vivid impression in regard to the triumphs of modern mechanical sur- 
gery, in overcoming malformations of the bones. 


The Sugar-house Treatment of Consumptives.—In the Journal of to-day 
will be found a brief communication from Dr. Cartwright, of New Orleans, 
introductory to a letter from the late Dr. Chappellier, of Natchez. This 
letter is confirmatory of the statement previously made by Dr. Cartwright, 
in this Journal, respecting the good effects of the sugar vapor in his friend’s 
case, and possesses additional interest from the circumstance of being pen- 
ned just before the writer’s death. Next week we shall publish a full and“ 

phie account of the case reported by Dr. Cartwright in the Journal of 
Nighecsber 1, written for the Journal by the lady patient herself. ! 


Dr. Warren's Levee.—Dr. J. C. Warren entertained the members of the 
Suffolk District Medical Society at his mansion, No. 2 Park street, on 
Friday evening last. The time was very pleasantly passed in conversa- 
tion, and the examination of specimens of fossil impressions of foot and 
other prints, lately procured from President Hitchcock, of Amherst College. 
They were taken from the banks along the Connecticut river, and are cer- 
tainly a very fine and rare collection. The doctor took the opportunity of 
delivering a lecture upon them, which was instructive and interesting. Af- 
ter the intellectual feast, the inner man was also well provided for, and at 
an early hour the members wended their way homeward, well pleased with 
their evening’s entertainment. | | 


New Locations of Physicians.—Among the removals and new locations 

of physicians that have recently taken place, may be mentioned the follow- 
lowing : —Dr. Edwin Leigh, late of Townsend, Mass., and a contributor to 
this Journal, will hereafter reside in St. Louis, Mo. Dr. A. B. Hall, our 
correspondent from Paris, last year, and then President of the American 
Medical Society of Paris, has located himself in Boston for the practice of 
his profession. 


Notice —The attention of subscribers is called to the bills which many of them will find en- 
11) the present or succeeding number of the Journal. Some of them are of long standiug, 
aud the publisher trusts will receive immediate attention. : 


fe Dirw,—At Yarmouth, N.S., James Bond, M.D, 68. 
Mertis in Boston tor the week ending Saturday noon, Dee 9th, 51. Males. 21—females, 30. 
Accident, I—apoplexy, 1—inflammation of the b.wels, 1—disease of the bowels, 1—congestion 
of the brain, I—con-sunption, I—cancer, 2—convulsions, 2—croup, 5—dysentery, 1—dropsy in 
the head, |—drowned, 1—infautile diseases, 3—puerperal, 2—typhus fever, 1—scarlet fever, 
diwise of the heart, 2—inflammation of the lungs, 3—disease of the liver, |—old age, 1—small- 
pox, b—teething, I—tumor, |. 
nder 5 years, 22—hetween 5 and 20 vears, 3—hetween 20 and 40 years, 17—hbetween 40 and 
60 vears, 5—above 60 years, 4. Born in the United States, 36—British Provinces, 3—Iveland, 
9—England, |—France, 1—Scotland, 1. 
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Surgeons in Ships.—The following truthful remarks respecting the quali- 
fications of some of the surgeons on board ships, is copied from the New 
York Daily Times. The writer says that | 

“Some of them are about as ‘small means’ as ever aspired to the doc. 
torate or gave adulterated drugs to an unfortunate sick man. We have 
met specimens who capitalized the first word of every line as if they were 
poets in their plain business notes, who spelled medicine with an s and put 
no e in their dive pill. Such ‘surgeons’ are picked up on the wharves, on 
the other side of the Atlantic ; no questions are asked them as to qualifica- 
tions; they ‘doctor’ the steerage passengers on their trip over for their 
passage, and harm none who let their stuff alone, Outrageous facts bearing 
upon this subject are before the public. The mortality at sea gives tokens 
of their uselessness. Theit continuance is either a disgrace to the intelli- 
gence of our ship owners, or a proof of their inhumanity. 

“ There have have been honorable exceptions to the common character of 
ship surgeons, and we see that in our steam marine more are likely to be 
made. A reform is imperatively demanded by the wants of the emigrants 
and the interests of humanity. There is no where needed a mote wise, 
firm, skilful or prudent surgeon than on board any ship that comes to our 
port, heavily freighted with living beings.” 


Sassafras—Tea and Coffee.—Sassafras tea is not unfrequently used in 
the South as a substitute for coffee and hyson tea, and is certainly more 
palatable than either of these, when as wretchedly prepared as they are in 
many families. Sassafras has been long supposed to possess alterative pro- 
perties, and has therefore entered into the composition of most of the so- 
called ‘diet drinks.” As we do not, however, profess to understand the 
true meaning of the term alterative, as used technically, and as we con- 
sider the diet drinks in common use as mere tonics or restoratives of the 
general stamina, we presume that sassafras exerts a beneficial influence 
upon the digestive organs. And yet, it is difficult to determine the origin 
of a prejudice which exists in the minds of many of our people against its 
habitual use, in consequence of its supposed tendency to the production of 
intermittent fever. This prejudice is so general in Georgia, that it is sup- 
posed to have contributed largely, some years ago, to the defeat of a candi- 
date for the gubernatorial chair, who had in Congress urged an increase of 
the duty upon tea and coffee, adding that if the enhanced price of these 
articles proved onerous to some, they might drink sassafras tea. The good 
people proudly refused to vote for any man who was willing to see them all 
take the ague and fever, merely for the sake of filling the National Treasu- 
ry! We believe the prejudice to be unfounded—but would like to know if 
any facts can be adduced in support of it.—Southern Medical and Surgical 


Journal. 


A Long Mesmeric Sleep.—A Mr. George McFarland and Dr. Hoffmann, 
two mesmeric operators, went to a house one evening of last week, in New 
York, and succeeded in putting an inmate, named Amanda, into a mesme- 
ric state, from which they could not awaken her, and she was not restored 
to consciousness until after eight hours had elapsed. ‘The operators in the 
mean time. were arrested, but were subsequently discharged, when it became 
known that the young lady was restored to consciousness. The physicians 
in the neighborhood, as well as the police, were called in by the family. 


— 


